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Authentic Witness 
 
Many Catholics, and the broader community, seek to hold the Church 
accountable to its own teachings, particularly in the area of justice.  This is the 
work of the Spirit calling us to remember and live more authenticity the Gospel 
values, both personally and corporately.  Can we imagine what the belief that 
women and men are equal might look like within the Church?  Do we have the 
will to honour the principle of subsidiarity in the life of the Church itself?  What 
is not believed and lived cannot be transmitted (n 12). 
 
Passing on Spiritual Traditions 
 
Some religious orders are transmitting the ‘old treasures’ of their charisms in 
new ways, discerning in diminishing numbers not failure, but the movement of 
the Spirit.  Charism based organisations which invite lay people into 
leadership ‘bring out’ for them distinctive spiritualities within the Catholic 
tradition.  Lay people can in turn contribute professional knowledge and skills 
to ensuring congruence between core values and organisational structures 
and processes and to developing charism based models of leadership.  They 
are also taking responsibility for formation in these charisms.  Evangelizing by 
inviting an experiential sharing in the lived tradition of a charism has borne 
fruit in more credible organisational witness of life, and in the formation of 
evangelizers. 
 
An Old Spiritual Practice 
 
The ancient practice of pilgrimage is enjoying renewed popularity - think World 
Youth Day pilgrimages, pilgrimages to Saint Mary MacKillop sites, pilgrimages 
tracing the stories of the founders of orders which now auspice charism based 
organisations. 
 
Pilgrimage gives us a way of entering the Christian story, often through the 
story of another ‘pilgrim’ who has gone before.  We make a physical and 
spiritual journey that engages all of our senses.  It is very tangible and 
incarnated, grounded in time and place yet connecting us with people from 
times and places not our own.  It is a personal and experiential re-reading of 
the memory of faith and a participation in a living tradition. 
 
Could this practice embrace those places in our country where difficult 
encounters or even great evil have taken place, such as massacre sites or the 
place of first contact? Can the third rite of reconciliation offered at such places 
engage the social dimension of sin, heal memory, and enliven our action in 
the world? 
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The Virtual World as New Territory 
 
We need ‘Courtyards of the Gentiles’ (n 5), but also spaces for conversation 
within the Church.  The new media are dialogical and interactive, not uni 
directional, and this has become a cultural expectation. These are not just 
new means, but a whole new space for relationships, a new ‘territory’ for 
evangelization.  Evangelizers must enter this space, learn its culture, and 
seek to be transformative within it (n 6).  Spirituality projects are now 
emerging in social media. How can we bring out good things from our tradition 
in this new space to encourage depth, reflection and a stronger sense of 
social responsibility in the world? How might we develop projects that move 
beyond an individualistic approach to nurture a social spirituality? 
 
Catholic Social Teaching in Cyberspace? 
 
New media provide effective tools for organising social justice action, 
expressing solidarity and circulating information despite repressive regimes.  
Can they also foster the exploration of values, and remembering past 
experience in order to learn from and build on it?  Can they democratise 
access to the insights of the Catholic justice tradition? 
 
Catholic Social Teaching helps us to remember the past, to imagine a future 
more in harmony with the Reign of God, and encourages the will to act.  It is 
not well known or deeply understood by many Catholics but could assist them 
to announce the Gospel in their concrete social reality. The new 
evangelization should provide formation in the social dimension of the mission 
of the Church.  I dream of securing funding for a project incorporating a ‘CST 
app’, Facebook page, social spirituality blog and Twitter feed.  It would 
present and invite interaction with a living tradition incarnated in the Asia 
Pacific region rather than just presenting documents, and would connect 
personal action on structural issues with reflection on the spiritual and ethical 
traditions which ground it. 


